
Macquarie Infrastructure Investment Management Limited 
ABN 67 072 609 271 
A Member of the Macquarie Bank Group 

 

 

No. 1 Martin Place 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 
GPO Box 4294 
SYDNEY  NSW  1164 
AUSTRALIA 

Telephone (02) 8232 3275  
Facsimile (02) 8232 4713  
Internet www.macquarie.com.au 
DX 10287 SSE 
Our Ref 79645_1.DOC 

 
 
 
 
 

=

j~Åèì~êáÉ=fåÑê~ëíêìÅíìêÉ=fåîÉëíãÉåí=j~å~ÖÉãÉåí=iáãáíÉÇ=áë=åçí=~å=~ìíÜçêáëÉÇ=ÇÉéçëáíJí~âáåÖ=áåëíáíìíáçå=Ñçê=íÜÉ=
éìêéçëÉë=çÑ=íÜÉ=_~åâáåÖ=^Åí=E`çããçåïÉ~äíÜ=çÑ=^ìëíê~äá~F=NVRVI=~åÇ=j~Åèì~êáÉ=fåÑê~ëíêìÅíìêÉ=fåîÉëíãÉåí=
j~å~ÖÉãÉåí=iáãáíÉÇDë=çÄäáÖ~íáçåë=Çç=åçí=êÉéêÉëÉåí=ÇÉéçëáíë=çê=çíÜÉê=äá~ÄáäáíáÉë=çÑ=j~Åèì~êáÉ=_~åâ=iáãáíÉÇ=^_k=QS=
MMU=RUP=RQO=E?j_i?FK==j_i=éêçîáÇÉë=~=äáãáíÉÇ=^raR=ãáääáçå=Öì~ê~åíÉÉ=íç=íÜÉ=^ìëíê~äá~å=pÉÅìêáíáÉë=~åÇ=fåîÉëíãÉåíë=
`çããáëëáçå=áå=êÉëéÉÅí=çÑ=`çêéçê~íáçåë=^Åí=çÄäáÖ~íáçåë=çÑ=j~Åèì~êáÉ=fåÑê~ëíêìÅíìêÉ=fåîÉëíãÉåí=j~å~ÖÉãÉåí=iáãáíÉÇ=
~ë=~=êÉëéçåëáÄäÉ=Éåíáíó=çÑ=ã~å~ÖÉÇ=áåîÉëíãÉåí=ëÅÜÉãÉëK==j_i=ÇçÉë=åçí=çíÜÉêïáëÉ=Öì~ê~åíÉÉ=çê=éêçîáÇÉ=~ëëìê~åÅÉ=
áå=êÉëéÉÅí=çÑ=íÜÉ=çÄäáÖ~íáçåë=çÑ=j~Åèì~êáÉ=fåÑê~ëíêìÅíìêÉ=fåîÉëíãÉåí=j~å~ÖÉãÉåí=iáãáíÉÇI=íÜÉ=éÉêÑçêã~åÅÉ=çÑ=ÑìåÇë=
ã~å~ÖÉÇ=Äó=j~Åèì~êáÉ=fåÑê~ëíêìÅíìêÉ=fåîÉëíãÉåí=j~å~ÖÉãÉåí=iáãáíÉÇ=çê=íÜÉ=êÉé~óãÉåí=çÑ=Å~éáí~äK=
=
=

=

=
=
=V=aÉÅÉãÄÉê=OMMP=
=
=
^pu=obib^pb=L=jbaf^=obib^pb=

=
=
=
=

j^`nr^ofb=fkco^pqor`qrob=dolrm=
=

jS=qlii=_fojfkde^j=lmbkp=qla^v=^eb^a=lc=p`ebarib=
=
=
j~Åèì~êáÉ=fåÑê~ëíêìÅíìêÉ=dêçìé=EjfdF=íçÇ~ó=~ååçìåÅÉÇ=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=jS=qçääI=íÜÉ=rhÛë=Ñáêëí=íçääÉÇ=
ãçíçêï~óI=áë=çéÉåáåÖ=íç=íê~ÑÑáÅ=ä~íÉê=íçÇ~ó=~ÜÉ~Ç=çÑ=ëÅÜÉÇìäÉK=
=
qÜÉ=êç~Ç=áë=íç=ÄÉ=çÑÑáÅá~ääó=çéÉåÉÇ=Äó=íÜÉ=rh=pÉÅêÉí~êó=çÑ=pí~íÉ=Ñçê=qê~åëéçêíI=^äáëí~áê=a~êäáåÖK=
qÜÉ=Ñáêëí=îÉÜáÅäÉë=çå=íÜÉ=jS=qçää=ïáää=àçáå=íÜÉ=êç~Ç=Ñêçã=ëÉäÉÅíÉÇ=çåJê~ãéë=~åÇ=ìëÉ=~åó=çÑ=íÜÉ=
Éñáí=ê~ãéëK=líÜÉê=çåJê~ãéë=ïáää=ÄÉ=çéÉåÉÇ=íç=íê~ÑÑáÅ=çîÉê=~=ÑáîÉ=Ç~ó=éÜ~ëÉÇ=çéÉåáåÖ=éêçÅÉëë=
~ÖêÉÉÇ=ÄÉíïÉÉå=íÜÉ=çéÉê~íçê=çÑ=íÜÉ=êç~ÇI=jáÇä~åÇ=bñéêÉëëï~ó=iíÇI=éçäáÅÉ=~åÇ=íÜÉ=eáÖÜï~óë=
^ÖÉåÅóK==
=
qÜÉ=ëí~ÖÉÇ=çéÉåáåÖ=Ü~ë=ÄÉÉå=ÇÉëáÖåÉÇ=íç=ÉåëìêÉ=~=ë~ÑÉ=ëí~êí=Ñçê=ãçíçêáëíë=çå=íÜÉ=åÉï=ÜáÖÜJ
ëéÉÉÇ=êçìíÉK=qÜÉ=êç~Ç=áë=ÉñéÉÅíÉÇ=íç=ÄÉ=Ñìääó=çéÉê~íáçå~ä=Äó=íÜÉ=ïÉÉâÉåÇK=
=
jfd=çïåë=TRB=çÑ=jáÇä~åÇ=bñéêÉëëï~ó=iíÇ=EjbiF=~åÇ=^ìíçëíê~Ç~=pé^=çÑ=fí~äó=ÅìêêÉåíäó=ÜçäÇë=
íÜÉ=êÉã~áåáåÖ=ORBK=jfd=Ü~ë=éìí=~åÇ=Å~ää=çéíáçåë=íÜ~í=~êÉ=ÉñéÉÅíÉÇ=íç=êÉëìäí=áå=jfd=ãçîáåÖ=íç=
NMMB=çïåÉêëÜáé=çÑ=jbi=Äó=íÜÉ=ÉåÇ=çÑ=OMMRK=
=
qÜÉ=QOâã=jS=qçää=ãçíçêï~ó=ïáää=Äóé~ëë=_áêãáåÖÜ~ã=~åÇ=ÅçååÉÅí=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=ÉñáëíáåÖ=jS=
jçíçêï~ó=~í=ÄçíÜ=ÉåÇëK=qÜÉ=ÉñáëíáåÖ=jS=íÜêçìÖÜ=_áêãáåÖÜ~ã=áë=çåÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ãçëí=ÅçåÖÉëíÉÇ=
ãçíçêï~óë=áå=íÜÉ=rhI=êìååáåÖ=~í=Å~é~Åáíó=Ñçê=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=NO=Åçåíáåìçìë=Üçìêë=Ç~áäóK=
=
jfd=`ÜáÉÑ=bñÉÅìíáîÉ=lÑÑáÅÉêI=píÉéÜÉå=^ääÉåI=ë~áÇ=áí=ï~ë=éäÉ~ëáåÖ=íç=ÄÉ=~ÄäÉ=íç=~ååçìåÅÉ=íÜ~í=
íÜÉ=jS=qçää=Ü~Ç=ÄÉÉå=ÇÉäáîÉêÉÇ=çå=ÄìÇÖÉí=~åÇ=~ÜÉ~Ç=çÑ=íáãÉK=
=
“^ÑíÉê=íÜêÉÉ=óÉ~êë=çÑ=ÅçåëíêìÅíáçå=~åÇ=~=íçí~ä=éêçàÉÅí=Åçëí=çÑ=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=¡VMM=ãáääáçåI=rh=
ãçíçêáëíë=ïáää=åçï=ÄÉ=~ÄäÉ=íç=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=íÜÉ=íê~åëéçêí~íáçå=~åÇ=ÉÅçåçãáÅ=ÄÉåÉÑáíë=çÑ=íÜÉ=jS=
qçääK=qÜÉ=êç~Ç=ïáää=ÇÉäáîÉê=áãéçêí~åí=ÄÉåÉÑáíë=ÄçíÜ=íç=éêáî~íÉ=ãçíçêáëíë=~åÇ=íç=ÅçããÉêÅá~ä=~åÇ=
áåÇìëíêá~ä=íê~ÑÑáÅ=áå=íÜáë=ÜÉ~êíä~åÇ=êÉÖáçåK==
=
“qÜÉ=ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåí=~åÇ=ëìÅÅÉëëÑìä=ÅçãéäÉíáçå=çÑ=íÜÉ=jS=qçää=ÜáÖÜäáÖÜíë=jfdÛë=áåÑê~ëíêìÅíìêÉ=
ÉñéÉêíáëÉ=~åÇ=áíë=éçëáíáçå=~ë=~=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åí=é~êíáÅáé~åí=áå=íÜÉ=ÖäçÄ~ä=éêáî~íáëÉÇ=áåÑê~ëíêìÅíìêÉ=
ã~êâÉíIÒ=ÜÉ=ë~áÇK=
=



=
Macquarie Infrastructure Investment Management Limited 2=

mêçàÉÅíÉÇ=ÄÉåÉÑáíë=çÑ=íÜÉ=jS=qçää=áåÅäìÇÉW=
• qÜÉ=jS=qçää=ïáää=êÉÇìÅÉ=àçìêåÉó=íáãÉë=íÜêçìÖÜ=íÜÉ=tÉëí=jáÇä~åÇë=Äó=ìé=íç=QR=ãáåìíÉë=

EëçìêÅÉW=qê~ÑÑáÅã~ëíÉêF=
• oÉÖáçå~ä=áåîÉëíãÉåí=~ÖÉåÅó=fåpí~ÑÑë=êÉÅÉåíäó=Éëíáã~íÉÇ=íÜÉ=êç~Ç=Ü~ë=ÅêÉ~íÉÇ=ìé=íç=RIMMM=

àçÄë=~åÇ=¡OTM=ãáääáçå=çÑ=áåîÉëíãÉåí=áå=íÜÉ=tÉëí=jáÇä~åÇë=~êÉ~K=
• jáÇä~åÇ=bñéêÉëëï~ó=iáãáíÉÇ=ïáää=Éãéäçó=ìé=íç=NRM=éÉçéäÉI=~åÇ=~=ÑìêíÜÉê=OMM=éÉçéäÉ=ïáää=

ÄÉ=ÉãéäçóÉÇ=~í=íÜÉ=ãçíçêï~ó=ëÉêîáÅÉë=~êÉ~=~í=kçêíçå=`~åÉë==
=
jfd=ÉñéÉÅíë=íç=êÉäÉ~ëÉ=íê~ÑÑáÅ=åìãÄÉêë=Ñçê=íÜÉ=Ñáêëí=Ñìää=ïÉÉâ=çÑ=çéÉê~íáçå=~åÇ=ãçåíÜäó=
íÜÉêÉ~ÑíÉêK=
=
=
bñ~ãéäÉ=çÑ=jS=qçää=~ÇîÉêíáëáåÖ=Å~ãé~áÖå=

=
=
=
cçê=ÑìêíÜÉê=áåÑçêã~íáçåI=éäÉ~ëÉ=Åçåí~ÅíW=

=
_á~åÅ~=cê~åÅáë= g~åÉ=oçíëÉó=
fåîÉëíçê=oÉä~íáçåë=j~å~ÖÉê= mìÄäáÅ=^ÑÑ~áêë=j~å~ÖÉê=
qÉäW= SN=O=UOPO=RMMT= qÉäW= SN=O=UOPO=RMOS=
jçÄW= SN=QNP=OTV=ROP= jçÄW= SN=QMN=VVT=NSM=
bã~áäW= Äá~åÅ~KÑê~åÅáë]ã~Åèì~êáÉKÅçã= bã~áäW à~åÉKêçíëÉó]ã~Åèì~êáÉKÅçã=
=
=
mäÉ~ëÉ=ëÉÉ=~íí~ÅÜÉÇ=jáÇä~åÇ=bñéêÉëëï~ó=iáãáíÉÇÛë=~ååçìåÅÉãÉåí=íç=íÜÉ=rh=ãÉÇá~I=ïÜáÅÜ=
ï~ë=êÉäÉ~ëÉÇ=íçÇ~óK=



 

 

 
Issued at 11:00 December 8th in the UK          1/4 

 
 

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT TO LAUNCH  
PHASED OPENING OF M6 TOLL ROAD  

 
 

HISTORIC DAY FOR UK ROADS - M6 TOLL TO OPEN AHEAD OF SCHEDULE 
 
On Tuesday December 9th, the Secretary of State for Transport, Alistair Darling, 
is scheduled to be guest of honour at the official ceremony to mark the first 
phase of opening for Britain’s first tolled motorway - the M6 Toll. 
 

The first vehicles will join the M6 Toll from local side roads as part of a phased 
opening process agreed between Midland Expressway Limited (MEL), the 
Highways Agency and Central Motorway Police Group.  The opening process 
has been designed to limit traffic at opening, with safety the major priority.   
 

Tom Fanning, Managing Director of Midland Expressway, the company 
responsible for the design, construction and operation of the M6 Toll Road, 
commented: “We’re pleased to be able to deliver an early Christmas present 
to motorists and business of reduced stress and shorter journeys.  There will 
now be a free-flowing alternative to the M6 in the busy pre-Christmas period. 
 

“The phased process begins today and we expect the road to be fully open 
within five days.  For most of this period the road is not accessible from the M6 
and remains essentially a local road, so traffic numbers will be small. With 
safety a priority, this is the way we’ve planned it. The opening process 
deliberately restricts traffic numbers in the first few days as it’s the safest way 
of introducing motorists to a completely new high-speed route.   
 

“Opening a road is very complicated and I wouldn’t have put money on 
opening this far ahead of schedule even last week, but all parties involved in 
the project have shown 100% commitment to delivering the M6 Toll, and the 
benefits it brings to motorists, more than a month early.” 
 

Stephen Allen, Chief Executive Officer, Macquarie Infrastructure Group, the 
main shareholder in Midland Expressway commented: “The M6 Toll has been 
delivered ahead of time and on budget.  We look forward to providing a 
free-flowing alternative to the M6, delivering time savings to motorists and 
businesses over the next 50 years.”   
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The road will open in the following phases:  
 
Tuesday December 9th - 10.00am – intermediate junctions open from 10am 
Junctions will open in the following order for traffic heading south. 

Æ T7 entry (Churchbridge – A5/A34/A460) 
Æ T6 exit & entry (Burntwood – A5 link) 
Æ T5 exit (Shenstone to A5148 (A38)) 
Æ T4 exit & entry (Weeford Junction – A5/A38) 
Æ T3 exit & entry (Langley Mill South/North – A38) 
Æ T2 exit (Belfry – A446/A4091) 
Æ M42 Jn.8 merge and diverge (M42 south with M6 Toll south) 
Æ Southbound merge M6/M6 Toll (coordinated rolling block from M6 

Jn.4) 
 

Later that morning, traffic heading north will also be able to access the road: 
 
Rolling block travelling north from Kingsbury Road: 

Æ T1 entry (Kingsbury Road A4097) 
Æ T3 exit & entry (Langley Mill South– A38) 
Æ T4 exit & entry (Weeford Junction – A5/A38) 
Æ T5 entry (Shenstone A5127) 
Æ T6 exit (Burntwood – A5 link) 
Æ T7 exit (Churchbridge A5/A34/A460) 
Æ T8 exit (Middle Hill – A460) 
Æ M6 Jn.11A merge (M6 Toll/M6) 

  
PHASE 2 
Northbound M42 opens from 10am 

Æ Traffic travelling north on the M42 will be able to access the M6 Toll 
from Jn.8 

     – Northbound M6 opens overnight 
Æ Traffic travelling north on the M6 will be able to access the M6 Toll 

from Jn.4 
PHASE 3 
Southbound M6 opens overnight 

Æ Traffic travelling south on the M6 will be able to access the M6 Toll 
from Jn.11A  

Æ Peak hour traffic will be able to avoid the M6 by using the M6 Toll 
 

Benefits of the M6 Toll  
In May, MEL announced a standard charge for car drivers of just £2 to use the 
27 mile motorway.  This includes a £1 discount which is available for the first 10 
million vehicles on the road.  Business users will be able to reclaim VAT on the 
road tolls, reducing the HGV charge to just £8.50 and the van price to £4.25. 
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Projected benefits of the M6 Toll include:   
 
o The M6 Toll could reduce journey times through the West Midlands by up 

to 45 minutes (source: Trafficmaster) 
 
o Regional investment agency InStaffs recently estimated the road has 

created up to 5,000 jobs and £270 million of investment in the West 
Midlands   

 

o New developments attributed to the proximity of the M6 Toll include the 
£150m Kingwood Lakeside in Cannock; the £100m Automotive 
Components Park in Wednesbury; and the £15m service area at Norton 
Canes 

o MEL will employ up to 150 people and a further 200 people will be 
employed at the motorway service station at Norton Canes 

 
Positive Feedback From Leading Fleet Operators  
 
Mr Fanning announced that MEL had had positive discussions with the UK’s 
leading hauliers. “We have recently begun face to face discussions with the 
top 100 hauliers that currently use the M6 and A5.  These discussions have 
been very positive, with hundreds of tags already sold, and several of the top 
ten hauliers already signed up.  As expected many hauliers wanted to wait for 
the road to open before committing to tags and we expect many to trial the 
road in the weeks ahead.”    
 

A major marketing campaign including radio advertisements and a giant 
hoarding on the Fort Dunlop site has been launched to prepare motorists for 
the launch of the M6 Toll. Updates on the opening will be available via the 
website at www.m6toll.co.uk and the information line on 0870 850 6262. 
            
Please note that a map showing the countdown to opening is available. 
 
Photography of the launch will be available for download at 
www.vismedia.co.uk  
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M6 Toll Road Media Team:  
Andrew Roache 020 7465 7774 / 07720 441 855 andrew.roache@redconsultancy.com  
Nick Francis 020 7465 7776 / 07789 650 306 nick.francis@redconsultancy.com  
Charlie Coney  07808 856 360 charlie.coney@redconsultancy.com  
 
 
 

NOTE: FOR SAFETY AND SECURITY REASONS MEDIA ATTENDING THE OPENING 
MUST ARRIVE AT WEEFORD OPERATIONS CENTRE NO LATER THAN THE 

FOLLOWING TIMES TO ENSURE ATTENDANCE:   
 

 BROADCAST CREWS: 8:00AM  
PRESS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS: 9:00AM  

 
Notes to editors  
 
About the M6 Toll 
The route of the 27 mile long M6 Toll road arcs to the north east of Birmingham 
between junctions 4 and 11 of the existing M6.  On completion it will provide a 
free-flowing alternative to the West Midlands road network.  Once complete 
the M6 Toll will provide journey time savings and improved journey reliability 
and quality.  Main works started in April 2001. 
 
About Midland Expressway Limited  
Midland Expressway Limited (MEL) is the company with overall responsibility 
for the financing, design, construction, operation and maintenance of the M6 
Toll until 2054, when it will be handed back to the Government.  MEL is jointly 
owned by Macquarie Infrastructure Group of Australia (75% ownership) and 
Autostrada SpA of Italy (25% ownership), both of which have extensive 
experience of owning and operating toll motorways.  Put and Call options 
exist between MIG and Autostrada that will result in MIG moving to 100% 
ownership by the end of 2005.  In September 2000 Midland Expressway 
Limited awarded the £485m contract to build the M6 Toll to CAMBBA, a 
consortium made up of Carillion, Alfred McAlpine, Balfour Beatty and AMEC. 
 


